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There are two brands of matrix transdermal fentanyl patches currently available in 

Ireland, Durogesic DTrans® transdermal patches and Matrifen® transdermal patches. 

More than one patch may be used at a time.1,2,3,4 The transdermal patches should be 

applied at the same time to avoid confusion.3,4 Additional or alternative analgesic therapy 

should be considered if dosage requirements exceed 300 micrograms/hour.1,2,3,4  

Fentanyl patches are available in the following strengths; 12 micrograms/hour, 25 

micrograms/hour, 50 micrograms/hour, 75 micrograms/hour and 100 micrograms/hour.1,2 

 

There is limited information available to support doses of transdermal fentanyl above 

300 micrograms/hour. Skaer5 reports the details of a multi-centre trial conducted by 

Donner et al6. The highest dose of transdermal fentanyl administered in this trial was 

500micrograms/hour.5 The use of transdermal fentanyl at doses above 

300micrograms/hour is unlicensed.1,2 Therefore, transdermal fentanyl should only be 

used at doses above 300micrograms/hour by practitioners with experience of its use. 

The patient should be monitored carefully during treatment. 
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