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Michael is looking forward  
to enjoying another springtime, 
thanks to the care and camaraderie 
he has enjoyed at Our Lady’s Hospice 
& Care Services
The former advertising man was so ill 
when he first arrived at the hospice that 
he doesn’t even recall travelling there by 
ambulance with his wife from their home. 
He awoke the next morning to his sister 
sitting at his bedside. 

‘I was in a very bad way, like a newborn 
baby,’ Michael says. ‘I couldn’t stand up. 
But gradually I came to, and slowly I got 
my appetite back. Within a week I was 
sitting up and paying more attention. 

‘I was very impressed with the room I was 
in because it opened out onto the garden. 
The ambience had such a positive effect 
on me. 

‘There was an atmosphere of spirituality that 
I became aware of, and in about 10 days I 
was walking around.’ 

Michael says that prior to his arrival at the 
hospice, he had been sent home from 
hospital to die: ‘I had given up. I didn’t 
think it was worth the struggle. 

‘But then somehow it occurred to me that 
I would like to see another spring. I grow 
bonsai trees and I thought it would be nice to 
see my deciduous trees come into leaf. 

‘So I made a remarkable recovery. To be in 
the situation where I’d given up entirely 
and then in a matter of weeks to be looking 
forward to the springtime was incredible. 

‘I think it was the holistic approach of the 
hospice, which included support from a 
multidisciplinary team that really helped.  
My recovery was kind of miraculous.  
It defied logic really.

‘The holistic approach that the hospice 
takes to health is very much needed in 
today’s society.

‘One of the most valuable and meaningful 
things that the Hospice did was to arrange 
a family meeting, at which the different 
disciplines came together to talk to my 
family about my condition, my progress 
and the plan for my care.  It really set their 
minds at ease to understand what was 
going on, especially my daughter Emma 
who had travelled home from Australia.’ 

Michael – who won awards for his 
creative work on a vodka campaign 
entitled ‘Leaves You Breathless’ – was 
originally diagnosed with lung cancer in 
1993. Having also won an award for the 
launch of a cigarette brand in the 1960s, 
the irony was not lost on him. 

Surgery for his lung cancer was successful, 
and Michael was able to live a full life with 
just one lung, painting, playing golf and 
attending to his bonsai trees. But in 2005 
he was diagnosed with Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) which continues 
to affect his respiratory health.
 
Michael now attends the day hospice 
once a week, where he avails of a range 
of therapies including t’ai chi and enjoys 
the camaraderie with others in a similar 
situation. He has found this fellowship a 
huge source of strength and comfort. 

‘I find it therapeutic to be with people who 
have had similar experiences,’ he says. ‘I feel 
a certain satisfaction when talking to them, 
that they reciprocate. It’s a good feeling. 
 

‘The atmosphere here and the companionship 
give people a bit of a lift, and a bit of 
inspiration.’ 

Knowing him to be an avid painter, some 
of the staff encouraged Michael to bring in 
some of his artwork, which he has shared 
with other patients. He has also encouraged 

and tutored others in their creative work.
Michael has brought some of his prized 
bonsai trees into the hospice – showing 
them off to HRH Prince Charles, during his 
visit last summer. This spring, Michael will be 
working with the hospice’s head gardener to 
create a larger exhibition of his trees. 

‘If I become an example of what the hospice 
can do, then it’s something worth sharing. It 
might give someone some hope and extend 
their lives in the same way it did for me. 

‘I certainly feel that my care here gave me a 
new lease of life, and has made me aware 
that I want to make the most of it. 

‘I hadn’t been painting for a few years prior 
to coming into the hospice, and now I paint 
regularly. My bonsai trees also inspire me, 
and I look forward to the springtime not 
just for myself, but for them as well.’



inspire hope.
Support hospice.

Our 36 new single en suite patient bedrooms,  
in Harold’s Cross, are designed and fitted out  
to the highest quality. We believe our patients 
deserve nothing less. The construction of this  
world class facility has been 100% funded by  
the generosity and commitment of supporters  
like you! It is such a testament to your loyal  
and compassionate support.

We urgently need your continued support  
to help raise the final €600,000 to complete it.  

The benefit of providing our patients and their loved ones with  
this world class facility is that they will have access to high quality 
bedrooms and medical equipment to enhance the expert care 
provided by our staff.

For patients with limited or no mobility the discrete motorised 
ceiling hoists help to move the patient with ease and reassurance 
ensuring their dignity at all times.

Patients can immerse themselves in the privacy and luxury  
of a cocoon therapy spa bath. We have installed 3 for our patients’ 
comfort. This soothing spa like bath can bring a feeling of calmness 
and tranquility to our patients, helping to ease any anxiety and stress 
they may experience as a result of their illness.

Our garden areas, coffee dock and family sitting rooms are  
provided for both patients and families. These beautiful calm spaces, 
including our unique garden pods, are created to have some ‘time 
out’ from the patients’ room. Each space has been designed  
to create a sense of wellbeing and calm.

The overnight fold out couches in patients’ rooms provide for 
a family member to stay close by at all times day or night and 
never leave their side. And our family rooms allow for more family 
members to stay onsite and are equipped with beds, small kitchen 
areas, TV, sofa - all the comforts of a home away from home at such 
a critical time.

——— 
Your gift will enable us to complete our new state  

of the art development so that we can continue to provide  
the best possible care for our patients and their loved ones.

Please help us raise the final €6oo,ooo needed!


