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Hugh’s story
“My name is Hugh Garvey. I’m 49, 
live in Dublin and I am the father of  5 
beautiful children. Thanks to the team 
here at the hospice, I’m now living 
the time I have left in a full, happy 
and productive way. Not so long 
ago, I thought that was impossible... 
I honestly believed that my future 
was going to comprise a majority of 
time in bed, while my little remaining 
energy, and life, slowly ebbed away...
 
It’s true, having to face the end of  my 
life so soon I feel sadness, frustration 
and fear. However, you might find it 
hard to believe that I am now also 
able to feel joy, optimism and self-
worth. In fact, I feel truly alive again.
 
Honestly, I never thought I’d be 
fortunate enough to feel as I now do...
That’s all because this hospice – with 
its ethos and way of  caring with love 
and expert skill – is so special...

My two biggest enemies have 
been pain and fatigue. These sent 
me to rock bottom on a number 
of  occasions...But with the loving 
care and expert medical help of  the 
Community Palliative Care team who 
came to my home, and more recently 
the staff  in the hospice, the light 
came back in. It is difficult to express 
in words how wonderful it is not to 
feel like you are just waiting to die...
 
The care here is like a comfort 
blanket being wrapped around you, 
and the comfort extends to family 
and friends whose worries are eased 
by knowing that their loved ones are 
so well cared for...
 
I believe everyone’s story is dramatic 
in its own way. And every great story 
deserves a great ending...” 
Hugh Garvey

Hugh ended his journey in this world on 22nd April 2016 while still in the care of  Our 
Lady’s Hospice & Care Services. His video can be seen on www.olh.ie



Serving all of  South Dublin and Wicklow for almost 140 years,  
Our Lady’s Hospice & Care Services has always placed patients 
at the centre of  our loving care.  

Our specialist palliative care teams 
working from our Hospices – and 
increasingly within people’s own 
homes – bring comfort, professional 
support and quality of  life to 
thousands of  patients and their 
families each year. 

Given our aging population and 
the hugely increased need for our 
services, Our Lady’s Hospice & Care
Services has now committed both to 
expanding our specialist palliative
homecare service from Blackrock, 
and to building 36 world-class, single 
palliative care bedrooms in Harold’s 
Cross. 

These developments will hugely 
improve the quality of  life for patients 
and families for this generation and 
the next. 

Our philosophy is to meet the physical and spiritual needs of  our patients 
and their families. As a charitable organisation we are committed to be there 
for those who need us regardless of  their means, to bring peace of  mind, 
comfort, reassurance, and dignity to patients making the most of  their final 
years. With your support, we hope to be able to do so for many years to come. 

12,374
Hospice homecare visits - 2016

3,940
Patients - 2016

600
Medical and general staff  members

2 
Campuses - Harold’s Cross (1879)
and Blackrock (2003)

300 
Incredible volunteers

39% 
Increase in Harold’s Cross  
Palliative Care Unit admissions since 2010

25% 
Decrease in state funding since 2009

48% 
Increase in homecare patients since 2010

€

Your support - 
caring for all



How to leave 
a legacy

Three simple gifts you 
can leave in your Will

“I plan to leave a gift in my Will for the Palliative Care Unit. It is the right thing 
to do. It is what she would have wanted... Money couldn’t buy what the 
hospice has done for my wife. I could never repay it. So now I want to give 
back to make sure other people are able to benefit as my wife and I did  
when we needed it.” 
Supporter

Making a Will with the assistance of  a solicitor gives 
you peace of  mind and ensures that your wishes are  
carried out as you choose.
 
If  you already have a Will, it is easy to amend it to include a gift to Our Lady’s
Hospice & Care Services. Minor changes do not require a new Will.
 
Your solicitor will guide you through the process.

Some of  the most common ways to leave a gift to Our Lady’s Hospice & Care 
Services are: 

1. A fixed sum of  money
2. A specific item of  value such as a piece of  jewellery, shares or property 
3. A percentage of  the residue of  your estate. After providing for loved ones 

and covering administrative expenses 

Remember, legacies to charities are tax-free so leaving a gift to your 
charity of  choice can help reduce tax payable on your estate



On behalf  of  our Board, staff  and patients, we are most grateful 
to you if  you have or are planning to leave a bequest to Our 
Lady’s Hospice & Care Services.

It would be helpful to know if  you have done so in order that we might thank 
you personally. Many people never get to see the impact their legacy makes 
for our patients and family members and we would welcome showing you in 
person how important your gift is and how it might be suitably recognised. 

Of  course, we understand that you may want to keep your legacy 
confidential, but please be assured that all enquiries and bequests are 
treated in the strictest confidence.

“Because of  the quality care my husband received, my children didn’t have to 
watch him giving up any of  himself  before he died. He was able to keep his 
body, his mind and his soul intact. And in their memory of  him, there’s nothing 
to get in the way of  the whole idea they had of  him as a dad.”
Gillian Markey 

Visit us  
in the Hospice



To discuss the simple steps involved in leaving a Will or to talk to someone 
about the hospice in more detail, please contact me at any time in complete 
confidence and with absolutely no obligation. A gift no matter large or small 
will live on in your honour, or that of  a loved one, through the vital work of  Our 
Lady’s Hospice & Care Services, Harold’s Cross and Blackrock.

Suzanne Johnston
Legacy Manager
Our Lady’s Hospice & Care Services, Harold’s Cross, Dublin, D6W RY72.
Tel: 01 491 2508 Email: sjohnston@olh.ie
Find us on  and  or visit olh.ie
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“Some people see their arrival at 
the Hospice as the start of  the 
end. Sometimes it may be, but it is 
also much more than that.
 
It is a place where quality of  life is 
cherished and often rekindled”

Dr. Stephen Higgins, Consultant 
in Palliative Medicine at Our 
Lady’s Hospice & Care Services


